
Spanish 
 
Spanish 1 
Spanish 1 will give you a basic understanding of the Spanish language through reading, writing and speaking. 
The course is designed to prepare you to express yourselves in Spanish. You will also increase your vocabulary
understanding and appreciation of cultural differences among Spanish speaking people. This course will be 
conducted in Spanish and English. 
 
Spanish 2 
Spanish 2 is a two-semester course designed for students who have completed one year of Spanish. Th                
emphasis on the development of oral and written skills is considerable, and active participation by the student                 
required for success in this course. The aim of this class is to improve the student’s ability to speak, read, writ                    
and comprehend Spanish, to review previous grammar, to master new language concepts, and to enhance th               
student’s knowledge of the cultural diversity of the Spanish speaking world. The course is conducted mostly                
Spanish.  This course should not be skipped. 
 
Spanish 3 
Spanish 3 is a year-long course designed to build upon the skills of listening, speaking, reading 
and writing acquired during the first and second years of language study.  This course aims to 
increase your ability to communicate in Spanish through developing your knowledge of the 
vocabulary, grammar and culture of the diverse Spanish-speaking world.  You will participate in 
activities that represent the “three Cs”” (communication, cultures and connections) from the 
Standards for Foreign Language Learning.  This course is conducted in Spanish and you will be 
expected to speak in Spanish most of the time.  
 
Spanish 4 
Spanish 4 will cover many areas such as current events, literature, sports, history, culture, etc. 
Materials will include but not limited to audio and video recordings, films, newspapers, 
magazines, course textbooks and other resources available online. The course seeks to 
develop language skills in reading, writing, listening, comprehension and speaking that can be 
applied to various activities and situations. The course will be preparing students for the AP 
Spanish course and the Advanced Placement Spanish Language test. This course should not 
be skipped.  
 
AP Spanish Language and Culture 
This course follows the guidelines of the College Board AP Spanish Language and Culture 
course and provides opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency in the modes of 
communication from the Intermediate to the Pre-Advanced range as defined in the learning 
objectives in the Curriculum Framework.  The three modes of communication (Interpretive, 
Interpersonal and Presentational) defined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in 
the 21st Century are foundational to the AP Spanish Language and Culture course. 
 
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course will be conducted exclusively in Spanish. 
Students will participate in activities that represent the “three Cs” (communication, cultures 



and connections) from the Standards for Foreign Language Learning.  When 
communicating, students in the AP Spanish Language and Culture course demonstrate an 
understanding of the cultures, and make connections between the native language and the 
target language and between cultures. 
 
French 
 
French 1 is a year-long course designed to develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing in French.  This course aims to create the ability to communicate in French through 
developing your knowledge of the vocabulary, grammar and culture of the diverse 
French-speaking world. You will participate in activities that represent the “three Cs” 
(communication, cultures, and connections) from the Standards for Foreign Language Learning. 
 
French 2 is a year-long course designed to develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing in French.  This course aims to increase your ability to communicate in French through 
developing your knowledge of the vocabulary, grammar and culture of the diverse 
French-speaking world. You will participate in activities that represent the “three Cs” 
(communication, cultures, and connections) from the Standards for Foreign Language Learning. 
 
French 3 Honors is a year-long course designed to develop the skills of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing in French.  This course aims to further increase your ability to communicate 
in French through developing your knowledge of the vocabulary, grammar and culture of the 
diverse French-speaking world. You will participate in activities that represent the “three Cs” 
(communication, cultures, and connections) from the Standards for Foreign Language Learning. 
 
In AP French Language and Culture, students will further develop the four language skills of reading, 
listening, writing and speaking through a thematic organization with emphasis on Francophone culture. 
Using the three C’s (communication, cultures, and connections) from the Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning, students will develop a strong communicative ability, in French, in the 
interpersonal, presentational and interpretive modes and develop a strong command of French 
linguistic skills. The course is conducted exclusively in French. 
 
 
Chinese 
 
Chinese 1 
 
This course will introduce Chinese characters, pinyin, grammar, and culture. Emphasis will be 
placed on the acquisition of basic vocabulary, communication skills, and writing. The course will 
engage students in an exploration of both contemporary and historical Chinese culture by 
learning current and historical events. Students will learn greetings, family, daily schedules, and 
various aspects of modern Chinese society, including geography, population, holidays, and 
food. Students will comprehend simple spoken and written directions, read short narrative texts 
on daily topics, and write simple characters and phrases. 



 
Chinese 2 
 
This course will review grammar and vocabulary of the introductory course.  Students will 
demonstrate their ability to express themselves using more complex structures and increased 
vocabulary that is appropriate to the second year of learning Chinese.  They will work toward 
fluency through conversation, oral presentation, and discussion.  Students will learn about 
various aspects of modern Chinese society, including shopping, ethnic and regional diversity, 
travel and transportation, climate and weather, and sports and entertainment. 
 
Chinese 3 
 
In this course, students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, and 
exchange opinions on various topics including current events.  Students will understand and 
interpret written and spoken Chinese on a variety of topics including current and historical 
events.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of Chinese culture.  They will demonstrate 
their ability to express themselves in Chinese using much more complex sentence structures 
and increasing vocabulary appropriate to the third year.  Students will work toward fluency 
through conversation, discussion, presentations, news reports and research projects. 
 
Chinese 4 Honors 
 
Students will read and discuss novels, plays, poetry, newspaper articles, and TV programs. 
They will listen to audio materials like radio programs, write compositions, give oral reports, and 
do research projects on topics related to the Chinese culture and language.  Students will 
continue to expand their vocabulary, advanced grammar structures, and rhetoric expression. 
They will learn to recognize variations between cultures and languages of Chinese speaking 
countries and will demonstrate their knowledge of cultural values. This course further 
emphasizes making connections across content areas through the design of activities and 
materials that integrate the Chinese language and culture with concepts and skills from other 
content areas. The use and influence of the Chinese language and culture in the community 
beyond the classroom is explored through the identification and evaluation of resources. 
 
Chinese 5 Honors 
 
Students will study Chinese literature and history throughout the school year. Students will work 
on reading literary works, writing formal essays, listening to the news, and communicating 
effectively.  They will give various types of oral presentations based on their reading and cultural 
activities. Students will also practice the process of writing short descriptive, reflective and 
interpretive essays. The course is conducted entirely in Chinese. 
 
 
  



Chinese Language & Culture AP 
 
This AP Chinese course aims to deepen students’ immersion into the language and culture of 
the Chinese-speaking world.  The course engages students in an exploration of both 
contemporary and historical Chinese culture.  Students will learn and discuss various aspects of 
contemporary Chinese society, including geography and population, ethnic and regional 
diversity, travel and transportation, climate and weather, holidays and food, sports and current 
affairs.  This course prepares students to demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency across 
the three communicative modes: interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational. The AP 
Chinese Language and Culture course seeks to develop language skills and cultural 
understanding that are useful in themselves and that can be applied to various activities and 
disciplines rather than being limited to any specific body of the subject matter.  This course also 
prepares students for the Chinese Language AP Exam given in May of each year.  A student 
may receive college credit by earning a passing grade on this national examination. 
 
Japanese 
 
Japanese 1 
Recommended Prerequisites: None Japanese 1 is a course designed to introduce and develop 
the basics of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Japanese and to prepare students for 
global citizenship. Students learn to understand and talk about a variety of topics, including self, 
family, likes and dislikes, school, food, hobbies, and activities. Emphasis in the first semester is 
on learning to recognize the symbols in the hiragana syllabary system and on language 
acquisition and listening comprehension rather than production. By World Language Course 
Descriptions the second semester, students begin to write paragraphs and short stories, make 
oral presentations, participate in dialogues, and recognize and write simple kanji. Hands-on 
cultural experiences are integrated throughout the year and technology is a key component of 
the course. 
 
Japanese 2 
Recommended Prerequisites: B- or higher in previous level Japanese class Japanese 2 is the 
continuation of the beginning level course in Japanese. The focus of the course is on the further 
development of written and oral communication skills and intermediate grammatical patterns. 
Students are expected to acquire proficiency in reading and writing katakana and approximately 
50 kanji. Communication activities that reflect real life situations are an integral part of the 
course, and collaboration is encouraged. Students use a variety of technology to support 
development of their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. The study of Japanese 
cultural practices, products, and perspectives are integrated throughout the curriculum. 


